[image: image1.jpg]



Table of contents

3Producer details


4Animal Care Statement


10Appendix 1: Veterinary Health Plan (sample template) 




RSPCA APPROVED FARMING SCHEME
ANIMAL CARE STATEMENT– LAYER HENS

[image: image2.jpg]Laver hens

RSPCA APPROVED FARMING SCHEME
ANIMAL CARE STATEMENT

MAY 2009




Producer details

	Date this ACS completed:
	


	Producer name:
	

	Contact person:
	

	Correspondence address:
	

	Correspondence email:
	


	Person responsible for operation of the unit:
	

	Position:
	

	Tel:
	

	Mob:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	


	Unit name:
	

	Unit address:

	

	Are all birds at this address included under the Scheme?

NB
If no, attach a map of the property showing the facilities/area which are/is included.
	

	Type of system (free range or barn):
	

	Layer breed & strain: (Include breed standards as an attachment to this document)
	

	Number of birds:
	


Animal Care Statement

The Animal Care Statement (ACS) details the management structure and the standard operating procedures that are in place to ensure bird health and welfare. The ACS must be provided to RSPCA Australia as part of the application process for becoming an Approved Producer (see page 10 of the Operations Manual). Any changes to the ACS must immediately be communicated to RSPCA Australia.

The ACS follows the same structure as the Standards and the Assessment Report. The assessment checklist is completed by the producer at application (self-assessment) and then routinely by RSPCA Assessors following acceptance into the Scheme to ensure that Standards are being met. It is essential that the ACS provide information on the producer’s ability to satisfy assessment requirements. As such, it is recommended that the ACS be completed taking into account the questions raised in the Assessment Report.
Where existing Standard Operating Procedures demonstrate that the producer meets the requirements set out below, these are to be provided as attachments to the ACS (write “SOP attached” in the comment box).
	Management structure

	Please provide details of staff authority levels, number each position and their role. Include all staff and consultants (e.g. vets, nutritionists etc.)
	

	General requirements of the Scheme

	Responsibility

	· Person responsible and accountable for the operation of the unit
	

	· Person responsible for overseeing the management and application of the Scheme
	

	Biosecurity arrangements

	· Entry signage
	

	· Procedures for visitors
	

	· Procedures to avoid risk of contamination among flocks (see Veterinary Health Plan)
	

	On-farm records

	· Shed/equipment maintenance
	

	· Temperature/humidity inside shed
	

	· Mortality rates at all stages of production
	

	· Flock health records
	

	· Details of routine records kept on production and flock health: deaths and culls recorded as well as treatments and clinical signs
	

	· Details of routine inspection for health matters
	

	· Routine vaccination procedures carried out (e.g. by the hatchery)
	

	· Training records
	

	· Transport and pick-up records
	

	Supply of birds

	Transportation from the hatchery

	· Scheduling
	

	· Timing of placement
	

	Placement

	· Shed preparation
	

	Rearing

	· Methods used to raise the birds from day old to laying weight, including process to assist adaptation to the layer housing system
	

	· Inspection regime
	

	· Housing
	

	· Transfer to layer facility
	

	· Bird training period
	

	· Introduction to range area (for free-range systems only)
	

	Food and water

	Number and type of watering/feeding points
	

	Ratio of birds to watering/feeding points
	

	Frequency/coverage of inspection of feeding and watering systems
	

	Frequency of observation of birds to ensure they are eating and drinking
	

	Formulation of feed ration
	

	Environment, housing and accommodation

	General

	· Housing system
	

	Barn/shed facilities

	· Shed dimensions
	

	· Maintenance of floors, surfaces, fittings, equipment, etc in and around the shed
	

	· Alarms and other equipment for environmental control
	

	· Personnel available to respond to alarms
	

	· Contingencies in the event of mechanical failure, extreme weather, fire, delays
	

	· Maintenance to prevent entry of predators/pests
	

	· Pest control measures, frequency of inspections
	

	· Monitoring of shed conditions (e.g. frequency of inspections)
	

	· Maintenance records
	

	Temperature

	· Temperature and humidity records
	

	Litter

	· Type, quantity
	

	· Maintenance
	

	· Procedure for residue testing
	

	Ventilation
	

	Lighting regime
	

	Perching areas
	

	· Type (linear or other)
	

	· Specifications (design, material, size, spacing)
	

	· Maintenance
	

	Nest boxes

	· Type
	

	· Number
	

	· Specifications (design, material, size, spacing)
	

	· Maintenance
	

	Free-range facilities

	· Details of when birds have access to the range
	

	· Design, placement, size and number of popholes
	

	· Range management, maintenance
	

	· Protection from predators
	

	· Fire prevention / contingencies
	

	Stocking density

	· Size of usable area
	

	· Number of birds per enclosure (if applicable)
	

	· Number of birds per square meter (for barns)
	

	· Number of birds per hectare (for free range)
	

	· Any measures to adjust stocking density, e.g. if feather pecking or cannibalism occurs
	

	· For rotational range – management/maintenance strategies
	

	Husbandry and surgical procedures

	Procedures performed, frequency, method, by whom, training
	

	Recording of ill, injured, euthanased birds
	

	Feather pecking and cannibalism management, contingency plan in case of outbreak
	

	Beak trimming, age, method
	

	Management procedures

	Training of staff who are responsible for bird management, care, handling
	

	Inspection regime
	

	Treatment of weak, ill, injured birds
	

	Mortality targets
	

	Records
	

	Health

	Veterinary Health Plan
(see Appendix 1)
	

	Health records
	

	Cleaning and disinfection

	Cleaning and disinfection procedure
	

	On-farm culling and slaughter

	Training
	

	Procedure
	

	Method of killing birds
	

	Preparation for pick-up (depopulation)

	Procedure, including time of withdrawal of feed and water
	

	Method for capturing birds
	

	Procedure for birds not fit for transport
	

	Pick-up and transport

	Procedure, including scheduling of transport, distance travelled
	

	Crate/container type used
	

	Training
	

	Compliance with land transport standards
	

	Slaughter and processing

	Method
	

	Training
	

	Compliance with model code for livestock at slaughtering establishments
	

	Other

	Describe measures taken to ensure RSPCA eggs are kept separate from other eggs if applicable.
	


Appendix 1

Veterinary Health Plan (sample template)

	Bird health and welfare

	Birds
	

	· Presence of clinical disease
	

	· General condition of birds
	

	· Feather cover
	

	· Signs of injury
	

	Records
	

	· Mortality to date (percentage)
	

	· Over last four weeks
	

	· Per shed
	

	· Egg production (percentage)
	

	· Egg quality (problems)
	

	· Bird weights
	

	· Floor eggs (percentage)
	

	Disease problems
	

	· Summary of investigations undertaken, results of post-mortem examinations, blood tests, etc.
	

	General management/environment control
	

	· Record details of on-farm conditions including litter condition, pasture condition, drinker and feeder hygiene and general comments on site layout, etc.
	

	Vaccination program

	Age of flock
	

	Vaccine and batch number
	

	Date of vaccination
	

	Route administered
	

	Results of blood tests taken to assess vaccine response
	

	Medicine use
	

	Is medicine record book up-to-date?
	

	What medicines have been used in current flock? Reasons for use.
	

	Have correct withdrawal periods been observed?
	

	Are medicines stored in locked cupboard?
	

	For in-feed medication, are necessary prescriptions available for inspection and complete?
	

	What deliveries of feed have been medicated?
	

	Person responsible for storage and administration of drugs.
	

	Biosecurity

	What measures are in place for:

	· continuous biosecurity during the flock
	

	· cleansing and disinfection at flock depletion?
	

	Record of problems/improvements recommended
	

	Flock movements

	Records of movement of flocks to and from site
	

	Buildings

	Record any defects or deterioration in the buildings, facilities or equipment which may lead to injury or welfare concerns.
	

	Health and welfare summary for current flocks

	Are all staff able to recognise signs of ill-health and are they aware of the action required to investigate or remedy problems (indicate how this is assessed)?
	

	Describe any health or welfare problems encountered during the flock or observed.
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