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PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY 16 FEBRUARY

THURSDAY 17 FEBRUARY

(All times are in AEDT)
12:30pm

(All times are in AEDT)

Welcome to day one of the Seminar

12:30pm

Chair: TBD, RSPCA Australia
Official welcome: Richard Mussell,
Chief Executive Officer, RSPCA Australia

Chair: TBD, RSPCA Australia
Looking to the future
Setting the scene. Toward a more complete
assessment of climate impacts
Professor Katie McShane, Department of
Philosophy, Colorado State University

Facing disasters together
Keynote

Setting the scene. Bad things happen:
Impact of wildfires on wildlife
Professor Chris Dickman,
Professor in Terrestrial Ecology,
School of Life and Environmental Sciences,
The University of Sydney

Keynote

Examining the role of national planning
principles for animals in Australian
disaster response
Dr Joshua Trigg, Research Fellow,
College of Medicine and Public Health,
Flinders University

Australia’s changing climate: Impact on
animals and ecosystems
Professor Lesley Hughes, Distinguished
Professor of Biology and Pro Vice-Chancellor
research at Macquarie University and
Councillor with the Climate Council
of Australia

Break
Australian rangelands under climate
change: Threats and adaptation options
Dr Cécile Godde, Food Systems Research
Scientist, CSIRO Agriculture and Food

Break
Is connection the missing link to
multiagency collaboration in animal
emergency management?
Dr Hayley Squance, Massey University Joint
Centre for Disaster Research, New Zealand

One Health: Wildlife health and welfare —
a human responsibility
Professor Anna Meredith, Head,
Melbourne Veterinary School,
The University of Melbourne

Animal Ready Communities (ARCs) —
Community-based best practice in animal
emergency management
Dr Mel Taylor, Honorary Associate Professor,
Macquarie University
4:00pm

Welcome to day two of the Seminar

We’re all in this together
NGO Panel
Featuring Vets for Climate Action and …

End of day one

4:30pm
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SPEAKERS

PROFESSOR CHRIS DICKMAN

DR JOSHUA TRIGG

Professor in Terrestrial Ecology, School of Life and
Environmental Sciences, The University of Sydney

Research Fellow, College of Medicine and Public Health,
Flinders University

Chris Dickman has long been fascinated by patterns
in biological diversity and in the factors that affect
it. His work focuses mostly on mammals and other
vertebrates, and encompasses wide-ranging projects in
applied conservation and management such as the impacts
of bushfires and introduced predators on native fauna.
His estimates of the 3 billion animals killed in the mega-fires
in 2019–2020 were widely reported. Chris is a Professor in
Ecology at the University of Sydney and also a Fellow of the
Australian Academy of Science and the Royal Zoological
Society of NSW. He has supervised around 150 honours,
masters and PhD students over the last 30 years and has
published over 500 research papers and several books.
He is the recipient of several national and international
awards, including New South Wales Plant and Animal
Scientist of the Year in 2010 and the Clarke Medal for
distinguished work in zoology in 2015.

Joshua Trigg is a public health researcher with experience
in social, health, and risk psychology. His work spans public
health and safety, lifestyle health risk factors, theoretical
and practical understandings of human-animal bonds
and interactions, as well as motivators and inhibitors
of emergency risk-taking behaviour and quality of life.
His research in the emergency management space has
involved a range of projects with emergency decision
making and animal welfare implications, relating to
bushfire and flood, in collaboration with non-profit and
government organisations. Joshua’s research publications
can be accessed at Research Gate, and he is based at
Flinders University, South Australia.
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DR HAYLEY SQUANCE

DR MEL TAYLOR

Massey University Joint Centre for Disaster Research,
New Zealand

Honorary Associate Professor, Macquarie University

Hayley Squance is a veterinary technologist, emergency
management practitioner, researcher and educator.
Hayley identified a gap in veterinary response capacity for
emergency situations. She developed and led Australasia’s
first veterinary emergency response team hosted by Massey
University Vet School. She was deployed to various events
including to the red zone during the 2011 Christchurch
earthquakes, floods in Thailand and individual animal rescues.

Mel Taylor is an applied psychologist. She is an Honorary
Associate Professor at Macquarie University and partner
in Enduring Advantage Consulting. Mel’s research involves
studying people and their behaviour in the context of risk.
Her research focusses on factors that influence protective
behaviours, such as emergency preparedness in natural
hazard contexts and biosecurity practices in emergency
animal diseases and zoonoses. In recent years, she has
worked mostly in the areas of natural hazard emergencies
and disasters, as a lead researcher with the Bushfire
and Natural Hazards CRC where she has led two large
research projects. One on best practice approaches to the
management of animals in disasters and another on people’s
behaviour around floodwater and flood risk communication.
Recently, she has been working with the Australian Institute
for Disaster Resilience to scope a national handbook
on animal welfare in disasters. Mel is a long-standing
advocate for ‘One Health’ and ‘One Welfare’, and has worked
on a number of multidisciplinary research projects with
veterinarians and government policy makers.

Hayley’s research interest in animal welfare emergency
management evolved into a PhD in Emergency Management,
development of an animal welfare emergency management
course at Massey University and various international
assignments. Hayley spent time in North Slope Borough
in North Alaska to assist with addressing animal welfare
gaps in emergency management arrangements in
remote communities. She has delivered animal welfare
emergency management workshops internationally, is
a renowned international speaker and expert in animal
welfare emergency management.
Hayley was the national animal welfare emergency
management coordinator for 5 years for the Ministry for
Primary Industries in New Zealand and coordinated animal
welfare to over 50 disaster events including earthquakes,
floods, wildfires, terrorist attack, and the COVID-19 pandemic.
She is the only non-veterinarian member of the OIE ad hoc
working group for veterinary emergencies. Hayley spent time
at the OIE headquarters in Paris and led the development of
core competencies for veterinary services in emergencies for
agrocrime and agroterrorism in conjunction with INTERPOL.
She is also a member of the OIE Collaborating Centre Network
for Veterinary Emergencies (EmVetNet) COVID-19 Thematic
Platform on Animal Welfare working group.
4

ANIMAL WELFARE IN A CHANGING CLIMATE | ANIMAL WELFARE SEMINAR 2022

PROFESSOR KATIE MCSHANE

PROFESSOR LESLEY HUGHES

Department of Philosophy,
Colorado State University

Distinguished Professor of Biology and
Pro Vice-Chancellor research at Macquarie University
and Councillor with the Climate Council of Australia

Katie McShane is a professor in the Philosophy Department
at Colorado State University. She received her B.A. from
Northwestern University and her Ph.D. from the University
of Michigan. Her research interests are primarily in
environmental ethics and ethical theory. She has written
articles on ecosystem health, biodiversity, loss and damage
in climate change, the moral importance of animal welfare,
meaning in animal lives, and the nature of awe and respect
for the nonhuman world. Her work has been published in
journals such as Philosophical Studies, Environmental Ethics,
Environmental Values, and Ethics & the Environment.

Lesley Hughes is Distinguished Professor of Biology and
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research Integrity & Development)
at Macquarie University. Her principal research interest
has been the impacts of climate change on species and
ecosystems and the implications for conservation. She is
a former Lead Author in the IPCC’s 4th and 5th Assessment
Report, a former federal Climate Commissioner and now a
Councillor with the Climate Council of Australia. She is also
a member of the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists,
a Director of WWF-Australia and climate change science
advisor for Pollination.
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DR CÉCILE GODDE

PROFESSOR ANNA MEREDITH

Food Systems Research Scientist, CSIRO Agriculture
and Food

Head, Melbourne Veterinary School,
The University of Melbourne

Cécile Godde is a Food Systems Research Scientist working
at CSIRO in the Food Systems and Global Change Group. She
is passionate about the challenges in relation to agriculture,
food security and global change, at farm level as well as
in regional and global contexts. In particular, she uses
analytical and modelling approaches to better understand
the role of grass-fed livestock production within the planet’s
natural resource capacity and in the context of other
sustainability objectives.

Anna Meredith is Professor of Zoological and Conservation
Medicine and joined the University of Melbourne in 2018
as Head of Melbourne Veterinary School. Her interests
and expertise lie at the interface between animal, human
and ecosystem health (One Health), the conservation of
biodiversity, and wildlife population health.
Professor Meredith graduated from the University of Oxford
(MA Physiological Sciences), University of Cambridge
(Bachelor of Medical Sciences and Bachelor of Veterinary
Medicine) and University of Edinburgh (PhD), where she
worked at the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies until
moving to Australia. She is a Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons (RCVS) Recognised Specialist in Zoological
Medicine and a European College of Zoological Medicine
(ECZM) Specialist in Wildlife Population Health. Anna has
nearly 30 years of veterinary clinical, teaching and research
experience in wild animal health and welfare, over 100 journal
publications and has authored or edited over 30 veterinary
books and book chapters. She was appointed as a Fellow of
the RCVS for meritorious contributions to clinical practice
and serves on their Science Advisory Panel, and is a Board
member of Zoos Victoria and Wildlife Health Australia. In 2019,
Anna was awarded an OBE in recognition of her services to
animal welfare and the veterinary profession.
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RSPCA Australia gratefully
acknowledges the financial support
for the 2022 Animal Welfare Seminar
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